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Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  Smithson,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  B.  Cook. 


Clerk  : 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  health  in  the  Garstang  Rural 
Area  in  respect  of  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  together 
with  the  vital  statistics  relating  to  that  period. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

Although  no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  notified  in  the 
district  since  1947,  I again  take  the  opportunity  of  stressing  the 
importance  of  immunisation  against  this  disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  showed  an  increase 
of  28  on  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  these  cases  were  associa- 
ted with  food  which  had  been  manufactured  outside  the  area. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and 
some  nine  miles  of  sewers  in  connection  with  the  Cabus,  Garstang 
and  Churchtown  Sewerage  Scheme  were  completed.  This  will 
provide  for  the  efficient  treatment  of  the  sewerage  from  the  most 
densely  populated  area  of  the  district. 

Fulfilment  of  yet  another  public  health  necessity  was  accom- 
plished during  the  year,  namely  the  erection  of  public  conveniences 
at  Garstang,  Great  Eccleston  and  Pilling. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  continued  satisfactorily.  Since  1945* 
489  houses  (388  Council  and  101  Private  houses)  have  been  erected* 
of  which  91  were  completed  during  the  year. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  staff  of  the  Health  department,  also  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ANDREW  B.  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Position  ...  Latitude  53°  54"  North.  Longitude  2°  47"  West 
Elevation  above  sea  level  ...  0 feet  to  1,675  feet 

Geological  formation  ...  Eastern  Highlands — Millstone  grit 

Western  Lowlands — Glacial  clay  on 
triassic  sandstone  with  patches  of 
alluvium. 


Chief  Industries  carried 

on  in  the  Area  ...  Mainly  Agricultural  and  Poultry 

Farming  ; Market  Gardening  ; Milk 
Processing  and  Cheese  Making  ; Tex- 
tile Manufacturing  ; Paper  Making  and 
Pre-Cast  Products.  A number  of  men 
are  employed  in  the  building  trades, 
and  a number  of  residents  are  empl- 
oyed in  the  neighbouring  towns. 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  (Census  1951) 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  mid-year  Home 

Population,  1953 

Density  of  population  per  Acre 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1953  according  to 
Rate  Books 

Density  of  houses  per  Acre  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


57,491 

12,706 


12,740 

.22 

3,643 

3,800 

.07 

3.35 

£79,260 

£307 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  \ Legitimate 

Total 

175 

Male 

98 

Female 

11 

Births  j Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Total 

179 

101 

78 

Still  births... 

2 

2 

— 

Deaths 

141 

62 

79 

Legitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1 year  of  age. 

Total  Male 

1 3 

Female 

4 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

— 

— 

7 

3 

4 

5 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths  of  Infants 
under  4 weeks  of  age. 

Total  Male  Female 

...  4 1 3 


1 3 


Live 

births 

Deaths 
(all  causes) 

Stillbirths 

Mat 

Mori 

srnal 

:ality 

Kate 

Rate 

Kate 

No.  of 

Kate 

No. 

per 

No. 

per 

No. 

per 

deaths 

per 

regis- 

1 ,000 

regis- 

1 ,000 

regis- 

1 ,000 

regis- 

1,000 

tered 

pop’n. 

tered 

pop'n. 

tered 

total 

tered 

total 

births 

births 

fear  1953 

179 

• 

*14.1 

141 

*11. 1 

o 

Ad 

11 

... 

... 

1952 

207 

16.3 

153 

12.0 

7 

33 

1951 

209 

16.6 

172 

13.6 

7 

32 

• • • 

1950 

186 

14.8 

150 

11.9 

6 

31 

1 

5.21 

1949 

181 

14.4 

146 

11.6 

10 

52 

2 

10.47 

,,  1948 

196 

15.4 

157 

12.3 

6 

29 

... 

Wge.  5 years 

1948-1952 

. . . 

15.5 

. . . 

12.3 

35.4 

. . . 

3.14 

Infant  Mortality 


Total 

Neo-natal 

No.  of 

Kate 

No.  of 

Rate 

deaths 

per 

deaths 

per 

regis- 

1 ,000 

regis- 

1,000 

tered 

live 

tered 

live 

births 

births 

7 

39 

4 

22 

5 

24 

2 

10 

5 

24 

4 

19 

4 

22 

1 

5 

7 

39 

• • • 

... 

6 

30- 

27.8 

* Adjusted 


f live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.07)  = 15.0  per  1,000. 
^death-rate  (comparability  factor,  0.97)  = 10.7  per  1,000. 


Births. 

There  were  179  live  births,  101  being  males  and  78  females. 
175  of  these  births  were  legitimate  and  4 illegitimate.  The 

birth  rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  15.0,  against 
15.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births. 

The  number  of  still  births  in  1953  was  2,  giving  a still  birth 
rate  of  11  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  popula- 
tion is  0.16  as  compared  with  a rate  of  0.35  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  141  comprising  62  males  and 
79  females,  giving  a death  rate  (adjusted)  of  10.7  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  is  11.4. 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births  is  39.  For  England  and  Wales,  the  death  rate  is  26.8. 

Neo-natal  mortality — deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age,  4. 
Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  22. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

• • • 

0 

3 

3 

,,  other  ... 

. . . 

. . , 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 

• . • 

2 

1 

3 

y y > > 

lung,  bronchus 

4 

0 

4 

y y y y 

breast 

. . . 

0 

4 

4 

y y y y 

uterus 

... 

0 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

5 

8 

Diabetes 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

0 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

12 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

... 

. . . 

. , . 

25 

27 

52 

Pneumonia  . . . 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

... 

. , . 

2 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

. . . 

• • . 

3 

2 - 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  malformations  . . . 

• . • 

1 

0 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

15 

20 

All  other  accidents 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

0 

2 

Suicide 

. . . 

1 

0 

1 

62 

79 

141 

Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953 

New 

Cases 

Dea 

iths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

i 

Pulm 

onary 

Pulmonary 

| 

Pulm 

onary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1—  5 ... 

. . . 

• • • 

5—10  ... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

10  15  ... 

• • • 

15—20  ... 

1 

1 

• • • 

20  25  ... 

25  35  ... 

1 

1 

2 

35—45  ... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

45—55  . . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

55—65  . . . 

. . . 

2 

1 

• • • 

. . . 

65  and  upwards 

• • • 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Totals 

2 

4 

• • • 

1 

• • . 

3 

1 

• • • 

V 

j 

V 

j 

V. 

j 

v 

j 

v 

6 

•> 

r 

1 

Y 

3 

V 

1 

Death  rate  for  Tuberculosis  for  1953  was  0.31,  which  shows  an  in- 
crease of  0.07  over  1952.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  0.20. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1953. 

Total  Cases  Notified  and  Ages. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever — Fifteen  cases  notified  during  1953  (1952 — 12 
cases). 

Diphtheria — None. 

Pneumonia — Shows  a decrease  of  16  on  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — One  case  notified  (1952 — 1 case). 

Poliomyelitis — One  paralytic  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was 
notified.  No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  1952. 

Measles — An  increase  of  52  cases. 


Whooping  Cough — Seventeen  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  (1952 — 14  cases). 


Erysipelas — One  case  against  one  for  1952. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 


No. 

1. 


Number 

Number 

Organisms 

of 

or  other  agents 

Foods 

cases 

deaths 

responsible 

involved 

21* 

— 

Salmonella 

morbificans 

bovis 

Meat  Pies 

2. 


3. 


4 — Salmonella  Not  known 

morbificans  bovis 
and  Salmonella 
typhi-murium 

5 — Not  ascertained  Not  known 


Isolated  1* 
Case 


Salmonella  Roast  pork 

typhi-murium  suspected 


* Associated  with  outbreaks  in  other  districts. 
Undulant  Fever. 


One  case,  a boy  age  8 years  was  notified  and  although  milk 
samples  were  immediately  obtained  from  the  herd,  none  revealed 
the  Brucella  Abortus  organism. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  District  is 
under  the  administration  of  the  Lancashire  Countv  Council 
Health  Division  Nos.  3 and  4,  as  under  : 

Health  Division  3 : Parishes  of  : — 

Hambleton  Out  Rawcliffe  Pilling 

Stalmine 
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Health  Division  4 : 

Barnacre-with-Bonds 

Cabus 

Forton 

I nskip-with-Sowerby 
Nateby 


Parishes  of  : — 

Bilsborrow 

Catterall 

Garstang 

Kirkland 

Nether  Wyresdale 
Winmarleigh 


Bleasdale 
Claughton 
Great  Eccleston 
Myerscough 
Upper  Rawcliffe- 
with-Tarnacre 


Health  Services. 

The  general  health  services,  including  ante-natal,  midwifery, 
School  Clinics,  health  visiting,  home  helps,  ambulance,  etc.,  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council  and  appear  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  Venereal  Disease  Treatment 
Centres  are  under  the  administration  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area.  Cases  are  sent  to  Preston, 
Lancaster,  Blackpool,  etc. 

The  district  is  provided  with  Hospital  accommodation  for 
smallpox  at  Bury  and  for  Infectious  diseases  at  Preston, 
Blackpool  and  Lancaster. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  S.47. 


Number  of  applications  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Swabs,  specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  and  samples  of  milk, 
ice-cream,  water,  and  other  foods  for  bacteriological  and  biological 
examination  are  taken  to  the  pathological  departments  of 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Council  Offices, 

Garstang 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Garstang  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year  1953. 

Water  Supply. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Fylde 
Water  Board,  and  is  upland  surface  water  of  excellent  quality. 

No  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  this  water  were  received 
during  the  year.  In  general,  the  major  part  of  the  District  is 
adequately  supplied  either  from  this  source  or  from  three  small 
private  supplies.  The  remainder  of  the  houses  derive  their  source 
of  supply  from  wells  and  springs. 

Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  private 
supplies  with  the  following  results  : — 

Bacteriological  : — Chemical  : — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  10  Satisfactory  ...  ... — 

Moderately  Satisfactory  2 

Unsatisfactory  ...  3 Unsatisfactory  ...  ...4 

During  the  year,  a supply  of  water  from  the  Fylde  Water 
Board’s  mains  was  connected  to  two  houses  which  had  previously 
been  served  from  private  supplies. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Council  undertake  the  removal  of  domestic  refuse  in 
the  twenty  parishes. 

Collection  of  household  refuse  and  salvage  was  carried  out  by 
two  Bedford  and  one  Dennis  7 and  10  cubic  yard  side-loading 
vehicles,  manned  by  nine  loaders,  inclusive  of  drivers. 

Refuse  was  disposed  of  at  the  Gravel  Works,  Scorton,  and  farm 
“pits”  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  with  the  limited  number  of  vehicles, 
men,  and  covering  material,  to  dispose  of  the  refuse  with  as  little 
nuisance  as  possible. 


Salvage. 

The  Council  continued  with  the  collection  of  waste  paper  and 
other  forms  of  salvage.  The  amount  realised  from  the  sale  of  the 
C/3  tons  collected,  was  >£371. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

During  the  year,  the  new  sewage  works  and  sewers  in  connection 
with  the  Cabus,  Garstang  and  Churchtown  Sewerage  Scheme  were 
completed  and  the  works  were  officially  opened  on  the  25th  Septem- 
ber. Approximately  9 miles  of  sewers  had  been  laid  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  whole  of  the  Garstang  Town  sewerage  was  being 
treated  at  the  works.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  whole  scheme, 
including  the  “House  Connections,”  will  be  completed  during  1954. 

The  Council,  during  the  year,  gave  consideration  to  the  other 
unsewered  areas  of  the  district  and  decided  to  give  priority  to 
certain  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Pilling,  Hambleton  and  Forton. 

Parts  of  the  parishes  of  Barnacre-with-Bonds  (Calder  Vale), 
Forton,  Nether  Wyresdale  (Scorton)  and  Pilling  are  provided  with 
septic  tanks  and  filters. 

The  sewers  for  the  parish  of  Great  Eccleston  discharge  into  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  River  Wyre. 

In  the  case  of  other  areas  where  sewers  are  not  available,  the 
majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  septic  tanks. 

Six  pail  closets  were  converted  to  fresh-water  closets  during 
the  year. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  (at  end  of  1953) 


Number  of  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Number  of  closets  attached  thereto  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  — 

Number  of  moveable  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  3391 

Number  of  trough  closets  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  3563 
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Public  Conveniences. 

Public  conveniences  have  now  been  provided  in  the  parishes 
of  Garstang,  Great  Eccleston  and  Pilling. 

Sanitary  Inspections. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dirty  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drains  and  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  39 

Dust  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Egg  Packers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  preparation  premises  ...  ...  115 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Housing,  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  3 

Houses  (Council) ...  ...  25 

Houses,  applications  ...  ...  ...  326 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  93 

Infestations  ...  ...  ...  45 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  23 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Milk  Supplies  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  3 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  149 

Manure,  Accumulation  of  ...  ...  8 

Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pet  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  55 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

School  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  and  Offices...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Sanitary  Accomodation  : — 

Pails  and  Privies  ...  ...  27 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  13 

Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  12 

Streams  and  Ditches  ...  ...  ...  37 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 


14 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

No  special  ‘ Clean  Food  Campaigns  ’ have  taken  place  during 
the  year,  but  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  advice  is  given 
to  the  occupiers  and  staff. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings  in 
respect  of  any  contravention  of  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  relating 
to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  etc. 

All  meat  consumed  in  the  Rural  District  is  obtained  from 
Preston,  Blackpool  and  Lancaster  ; there  are  no  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district  since  private  slaughterhouses  were  closed  in  1940. 
A large  number  of  pigs  are  slaughtered  under  Ministry  of  Food 
licence  for  consumption  by  their  owners,  but  no  liability  exists 
for  the  owners  to  notify  time  and  place  of  slaughter  and  these 
carcases  are  not  generally  inspected. 


No.  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  district  at  end 
of  year  : — 


Type  of  business  No. 

Meat  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fishmonger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sugar  Confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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No.  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  S.14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  under  local  Acts  : — 


Type  of  business 

Ice  Cream,  Manufacture 
and  Sale 

Fish  Friers 

Sausages,  Potted  and 

preserved  foods  — 
Manufacture 


No.  of  inspections 
No.  registered  of  registered  premises 
at  31.12.53  during  year 


43  93 

5 12 


10 


35 
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Unsound  Food 

Special  examination  of  food  stocks  or  consignments  during 
year  : — 


Type  of  food 

Total  quantity 
of  stock  or 
consignment 

Quantity 

condemned 

Pork  Sausage  Meat 

examined 

434  lbs. 

434  lbs. 

Sausage  Rolls 

48 

48 

Pork — 3 sides 

402 

271  „ 

Tinned  Gammon  Ham  ... 

7 tins 

81  „ 

,,  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

9 

z-  ,, 

11  „ 

> } Tongue  

1 tin 

1 lb. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  : — 

All  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  either  at  the  Knackers  Yard 
or  buried  on  the  Council’s  tip. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  193  samples  of  milk  and  40  samples  of  other 
foodstuffs  were  obtained  by  the  County  Council.  In  no  case  was 
it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Practically  all  the  milk  consumed  in  the  area  is  produced 
within  the  Rural  District. 

Regular  sampling  of  all  supplies  are  carried  out  for  biological 
and  bacteriological  examination  and  the  following  show  the 
results  of  the  samples  taken  : 


Raw  Milk  No.  of  samples  No.  Positive  No.  Negative 


Tuberculosis  78 

5 

73 

No.  of 

No. 

No. 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

Methylene  Blue  77 

60 

17 

B.  Coli  77 

61 

16 

Heat  Treated  Milk  : 

No.  of 

No. 

No. 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

U nsatisf actor y 

Phosphatase  Test  7 

1 

• • • 

Methylene  Blue 

Test  7 

1 

• • « 

Number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  milk  forwarded  to 
the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  in  respect  of  milk  produced  in  the 
district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Results  of  Ministry  investigations  during  the  year  arising  from 
notifications  by  the  local  authority  : 

Number  of  veterinary  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  cases  where  animals  siezed  under  Tuberculosis 

Order,  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  animals  seized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had 

been  sold  prior  to  investigation  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized  ...  3 

There  are  two  pasteurising  plants  within  the  area  which  are 
licensed  by  the  County  Council. 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  in  the  district  is  either  T.T. , 
or  Pasteurised. 


Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year,  46  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  9 samples  of 
Iced  Lollies  were  taken.  Each  vendor  was  notified  of  his  grading, 
and  in  the  case  of  those  vendors  whose  samples  fell  below  grade  2, 
a special  visit  was  made  and  equipment  inspected  and  instruction 
given  as  to  hygienic  methods  of  control.  A further  sample  was 
later  taken  and  this  procedure  was  repeated  until  samples  from 
that  vendor  were  satisfactory. 

Analysis  of  the  46  samples  show  the  following  : — 

Grade  1 25  samples  or  54*3%  of  the  total  samples 

2 17  „ „ 37-0% 

3 4 8-7% 

4 _ — 

Of  the  46  samples  examined  37  were  of  ice-cream  manufact- 
ured outside  the  Rural  District  and  9 were  from  ice-cream  manu- 
factured within  the  district.  The  following  is  a table  showing  the 


respective  grading  : — 

Made  out  of 
district 

Made  within 
district 

Grade  1 

20 

5 

2 

14 

• • • 1 A ••• 

3 

3 

3 

1 

4 

37 

Iced  Lollies  : 

9 

Number  satisfactory  9.  Unsatisfactory  0. 

Markets. 

There  is  one  market,  situated  in  Garstang,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Garstang  Town  Trust  which  was  regularly  inspected. 
Several  repairs  were  executed  during  the  year. 
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Offensive  Trades  : 

There  is  one  licensed  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  district,  situated 
in  the  Parish  of  Catterall.  The  premises  are  regularly  inspected 
and  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  shop  is  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 
Inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  the  premises  appear  to 
be  conducted  in  a proper  manner. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  — 22. 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  1953  for  individual 
caravans  — 30. 

All  licensed  caravan  sites,  with  two  exceptions,  have  public 
water  supplies  and  the  majority  of  the  sites  are  provided  with 
fresh-water  close  to  septic  tanks. 

Few  complaints  were  received  during  1953. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  pools  within  the  area,  although  a 
private  swimming  bath  has  been  provided  by  the  owner  on  one  of 
the  caravan  sites.  The  water  is  pumped  from  a well  and 
receives  no  treatment.  Two  samples  were  obtained  from  the 
bath  during  the  year  both  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Two-hundred-and-nineteen  inspections  were  carried  out. 

The  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  area  are  family  concerns, 
employing  few  or  no  assistants.  Conditions  generally  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Schools. 

There  are  in  the  Rural  District  23  schools,  hi  general,  the 
external  fabric  of  the  buildings  is  good. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation,  except  for  a few  isolated  class- 
rooms, are  generally  good. 

In  most  schools  some  form  of  central  heating  is  provided, 
sometimes  augmented  by  open  fires  and  slow  combustion  stoves. 
Six  schools  have  no  central  heating. 

Twenty  schools  are  provided  with  water  from  the  Fylde 
Water  Board  and  three  from  private  supplies. 

In  some  cases  the  yard  surfaces  are  rough,  uneven  and  defec- 
tive on  which  rain  lodges  in  wet  weather  and  the  surfaces  are 
muddy,  whilst  in  dry  weather  clouds  of  dust  are  raised  by  the  feet 
of  the  children  during  recreation. 
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The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  schools  consists  of  : 
Fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  18 

Trough  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privy  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

School  meals  are  provided  from  the  school  kitchens  at 
Bilsborrow,  Garstang  and  Fleetwood,  which  are  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Council. 


Housing. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .91 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  22 

Since  1945,  489  houses  have  been  erected,  of  which  388  were 
Council  houses  and  the  remaining  101  for  private  use. 

The  Council’s  housing  register  revealed  at  the  31st  December, 
1953,  that  there  were  272  outstanding  applications  for  Council 
houses.  These  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

95  from  persons  living  in  rooms. 

31  from  persons  living  in  moveable  dwellings. 

138  from  tenants  of  houses. 

8 from  single  persons. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1 28 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  263 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  43 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers  ..  ...  ...  31 

3.  A tion  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

\.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

Number  of  undertakings  given  and  accepted 
by  the  Council  not  to  relet  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  5 

I). — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 


Nil 
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E. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : 

Without  carrying  out  a detailed  survey  of  every  house  in 
the  district,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  with  exactitude  the 
number  of  houses  which  are  overcrowded,  but  so  far  as  is 
known,  very  little  overcrowding  exists. 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  10 


Housing  Act,  1949.  Improvement  Grants,  etc.  : 

A.  (i)  Number  of  schemes  submitted  : 

(a)  by  private  individuals  to  local  authority  ...  1 

(b)  by  local  authority  to  Ministry  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  or  other  buildings 

affected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

B.  (i)  Number  of  schemes  approved  by  Ministry. . . 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  or  other  buildings 

affected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  to  be 

provided  under  these  approved  schemes  ...  — 

C.  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  actually 

completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  — 

D.  Anv  other  action  taken  under  the  Act  ... 


Prosecu- 

tions 

Nil 

No.  on  Register . 

1 

1 


Factories. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 

No.  on  Written 

Register  Inspections  Notices 

115  166  2 

Outworkers. 

Nature  of  work 

Making  of  Wearing  Apparel 
Household  Linen 
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Defects  Found  in  Factories. 

Referred 

Defects  Defects  by  H.M.  Prosecu- 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  tions 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient  ...  ...  1 1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  6 6 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  — — — 

Other  offences  ...  ...  — — — 

Verminous  Persons  and  Premises. 

One  of  the  occupiers  of  a caravan  was  found  to  be  affected 
with  Scabies  and  was  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Preston. 
The  bedding  and  clothing  was  steam  disinfested  and  the  caravan 
cleansed. 

Three  houses  were  treated  for  cockroaches  and  several  infesta- 
tions of  ants,  wasps,  etc.,  were  eradicated  by  proprietary  insecticides. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formalin  fumigators  and 
twelve  rooms  were  treated  by  this  method  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  engage  one  whole-time  rodent  operative  to  carry 
out  the  functions  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949. 

During  the  year,  1,894  inspections  were  carried  out  and  360 
properties  treated  for  rats  and  mice. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
chief  officials  and  members  of  the  staff  for  their  great  assistance, 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  all  their  support  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

■ Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  SMITHSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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